Worshipping with Children

Worship is a vital part of our life together as a church. Children are an important part of our community of faith, and they need to experience joyful worship together with other children and adults.

There are different models of worshipping with children. 
Some of them are:

1. A service for children whilst their parents are elsewhere

2. A general service adults and children together
3. A service for the whole church that ensures that children’s needs are met throughout the service as well as the needs of the adults

4. A children’s ‘spot’ within a main service (story, prayer, song, etc)

5. Special children led service for the whole church, supported by adults

There are pros and cons for each kind of worship situation. Option 5 can be done occasionally. However, we tend to prefer options 2 or 3 because:

· When children and adults worship together they can learn from each other

· It is good for everyone to be aware of the needs of the others in the church

· There is a greater sense of community and shared experience

· Adults and parents can help model appropriate worship 

· Adults and parents can help the leaders by assisting with the children if necessary

· The worship experience can give parents new ideas that they can use in their family worship times at home

· The children don’t feel isolated from the idea of ‘church’ – Real church is for them too.

It’s important for churches to look at their total approach to church and worship and the needs of the members and to consider how they can involve children. Children need to feel comfortable in the church service, and to feel that church is ‘theirs’ and not just for grown ups. We often ‘lose’ our children’s interest in church when they are infants and they realise that there’s nothing for them in the service. Many of our children never switch back on to church again.

Principles underlying worship with children:

God-centred

Everything we do must point to God and give Him glory

Everything we do must fit our total understanding of who God is

God and our church 

What is our church like now? 

What possibilities and limitations might it have if we want to worship with children? 

What gifts can our members offer? How can we use the existing physical structure and programme structure of the church? What programmes does our church already provide for children?

Consider the place where you’ll hold the worship

· Is it comfortable? Is it flexible? Is it attractive?

· Does it have a good P.A. system?

· Does it have carpet for quieting extra sounds, or comfort and safety, and for children to sit on at the front, etc?

· What are the strengths and limitations of the space provided for the worship?

· What are the members’ ideas about how this space should be used, and how flexible are these ideas? 

· What are the ideas about children and reverence in your church?

· It’s best if everyone involved in the service feels comfortable with how the space will be used.

Consider the time of your worship

· The times of our church services in England are based on the best time for farmers, to fit around their milking times!

· Why are we so rigid about service times? It’s good that visitors know when church will start. It’s good to have a clear routine that people know.

· Is there anything about service times in the Bible?

· Is this practical today when so many families are rushed every morning to get to school and work? Would it be more helpful to discuss the best time for the families in your church? 

· How many of you have never been rushed and stressed on Sabbath morning? Does the stress and rush add to your sense of rest? What messages do children get from parents who are stressed and hurried on Sabbath?

· What about Sabbath School at 11.00am, then lunch and a service in the afternoon?

· What about a family service on Friday evening at the church, to welcome the Sabbath all together?

· What about a family service on Sabbath afternoon followed by a pot-luck tea together, and then a social activity in the winter and walk, etc in the summer?

· How often should we have an all-age/family service? - Every week? Every month? Once a quarter?

Consider the reasons you have for worshipping together

· See the bullet points on the first page of this article for ideas

Consider the skills and abilities and time constraints of those helping to co-ordinate the worship

Songs 

· Expressing good theology

· Contemporary

· Lively and active

· Relating to issues children have in their everyday life

· Good music backing, either on tape or live

· Involve the children in the music – instruments

Bible

· Use a contemporary version

· Try different ways to present the Scriptures – drama, actions, visual aids, banners, etc

· Can use a simple verse and teach the children the verse in a creative way as part of the service – see ideas on separate page

· Have children read the Bible passage

· Print it out big for them to read easily, especially if they’re nervous

Prayer

· Use creative ways to pray

· We often have families pray together using a creative technique

· Or use a group prayer technique

· Make prayer exciting and attractive

· Collect prayer requests and answers in interesting ways to help children learn that God listens and their prayers make a difference

· See separate section of prayer ideas

Teaching – Bible Experience

· Be creative

· Take a whole new look at the story

· Find creative and interactive ways to tell the story

· Involve all the children where possible

· Be prepared to have a large space for the experience

· Brainstorm creative ideas with the worship group to give new ideas

· Involve children in sound effects of the story, acting out scenes spontaneously, touching, feeling and doing

· Think about all the senses and how they can explore the story

· Take a modern slant on an old story

· Relate the teaching to their everyday lives

· Help them to apply the lessons of the story with a piece of homework

· Involve the family in a response to the teaching

· Don’t forget to invite the children to give their hearts to Jesus.

Aim to disciple the children and their families for Jesus
Children at Worship – Did you know that some of the fastest growing churches are those that actively involve children in their worship services? What could you do to involve the children in your church services? Visit the following website for ideas and more information:

http://www.childrenatworship.org
Family Worship Services

There are lots of resources and ideas for family services that involve all ages at: 

http://www.familyworship.org.uk
Karen Holford 

