Praying for the Children in your Class

As a Sabbath School teacher you have a special place in God’s work and a vital evangelistic ministry.

Here is a selection of creative ways to stimulate your reflecting on the prayers for the children in your church. Why not try to find at least one method that excites you and helps you lift the ‘lambs’ before the throne?

ACTS of Prayer!

Adoration - Praise God for this child! What, specifically, has God done in this child’s life that inspires your praise?

Confession - Do you have any attitudes, thoughts or biases relating to this child that you need to confess to God?

Thanksgiving - Thank God for the child. List the many different qualities and gifts of the child for which you want to thank God.

Supplication - What specific prayer requests do you have for this child? What specific prayer requests do you have for yourself as a teacher of this child?

Other ways to pray for children

· Create a calendar so that in your personal prayer times you are praying for one specific child each week. 

· Each day pray for one of the following areas of their life.

1. Pray for the development of the child’s personal relationship with our loving God.

2. Pray for their family.

3. Pray for the child’s school and learning environment and their teachers.

4. Pray for their relationships with their friends.

5. Pray for the child’s future – education, friends, health, direction, spirituality.

6. Pray for a special need you know that the child has.

7. Pray that the child will learn something special about God in church this week.

Written prayers

· Write out personalized prayers for each of the children in your class and give them the prayers to keep.

· If you are able to do so, create attractive prayer cards on your computer, which you can print off and send. Or mail prayers written in a store bought card or on a post card. Children love to get their own letters!

· Send prayers by email. Visit www.dayspring.com for free e-cards that you can send to any of the children that have email addresses. More and more children have their own addresses, or their parents do, and children love to receive emails. www.dayspring.com has an exciting range of inspirational animated and musical e-cards for children.

Praying in class
· Encourage the children to bring their ongoing prayer requests and needs to the class for prayer. 

· Gather the children in a circle and move around the group, placing your hand on each child’s shoulder as you pray a sentence prayer especially for him or her.

Other ideas

· Create your own alphabet of God’s characteristics and use these to inspire your praise and enrich your relationship with Him. Start by thinking of as many qualities of God as you can that begin with each letter of the alphabet, and then use these to inspire your worship and Bible study, as well as your prayers for the children in your class. For example – if you were reflecting on God’s quality of generosity, how could you help the children in your class experience God’s generosity through your teaching?

· Create a prayer network between the children’s class teachers to support each other in prayer and to pray for the work of the children’s ministry team.

· Invite parents of the children in your church to a special time of prayer, or prayer breakfast, once a quarter.
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